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DETACHMENT OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDANT 
Orlando Garza - (210) 551-8855 

alamodet315mcl@gmail.com 
 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDANT 
Frank Garrett – 

franklin.garrett@sbcglobal.net  
 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDANT 
Mindy Manon Messinger – 
messingerml@yahoo.com 

 

JR. PAST COMMANDANT 
Felix Conde Jr 

 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 
Felix Conde Jr – (210) 253-9148 

fcondejr@aol.com 
 

ADJUTANT - PAYMASTER 
Robert K. Otto- 623-4433 

rkotto@world-net.net 
 

CHAPLAIN 
William J. Boyle, Jr – 447-7998 

bill.boyle@crumilitary.org 
 

SGT-AT-ARMS 
John Hubble – (864) 404-1169  

txchefjohn@yahoo.com 
 

DETACHMENT E-MAIL 
AlamoDet315MCL@gmail.com 

 

WEB SITE 
www.alamodetachment315mcl.org 

 

Alamo Detachment 315 MCL meetings 
are held at 0900 on the 4th Saturday of 
the month at the Navy & Marine Corps 
Reserve Training Center. 3837 Binz-
Engleman Rd., San Antonio, Texas. 

 

The Scuttlebutt is published monthly by 
Alamo Detachment 315 of the Marine 
Corps League, P. O. Box 831641, San 

Antonio, Texas 78283. 
 

Submit news articles to editor, Orlando 
Garza, P. O. Box 831641, San Antonio, 

Texas 78283, (210) 551-8855 or 

alamodet315mcl@gmail.com. 
 

Deadline for submitting a news article is 
the 12th of each month. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMANDANT’S MESSAGE 

Orlando Garza, Commandant 
 

HONOR – COURAGE – COMMITMENT                                                                                           

 

Marines and Associates, 
  
It’s been a while since we’ve had a 
chance to get together. The summer is 
approaching and the need to protect 
yourself from mosquitos and the sun 
should be on everyone’s mind. 
 
The Marine’s at the Alamo was a Hugh 
success, we were able to recruit new 
members and raise a little money for 
our detachment programs. Thanks for 
all the help at the event. 

 
The Department of Texas Marine Corps League State Convention is 
approaching fast June 25 – June 27, 2015. If you want to attend the 
banquet the cost is $35 per person and you have your choice of 
entrée beef, chicken or fish. The uniform for the event is Red Jacket 
and black trousers and evening attire for the ladies. If you wish to 
place a advertisement in the convention program, please call me 
ASAP you still have a little time. We are looking for volunteers to 
help with registration, the hospitality room and such during the 
convention. If you have time during the day to help please contact 
Bob Otto. Go to our website at www.alamodetachment315mcl.org 
and click on the State Convention link for more info. 
 
The agenda for the state convention is located in the body of the 
newsletter. 
 
Sick and in distressed – I would like to have your prayers reach out 

to a few of our members and their families. Richard Jones, Mindy 

Messinger, Frank Garrett, Texas Department Chaplain Joe Vickery 

who recently passed away, Marine Wounded Warrior SSgt Rich who 

recently passed away and those who are not mentioned.   

Our Marines Helping Marines Program continues. If you wish to help 
during the ‘Taco Thursday’ Breakfasts being served at 0800, you are 
more than welcome. Contact Bob Otto for more information.  
 
The Alamo Detachment 315 can't continue its mission without your 



 

EVENTS 
 

Alamo Detachment 

Marine Birthday Ball  

November 7th 

Where: El Tropicana 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

LINKS 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

WEB PAGE 

www.mcleague.com 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS 

WEB PAGE 

www.texasmcl.org 
 

help and participation, please become active in your Detachment. 
Remember, Marines are Marines forever.  
 
Let us not forget that Marines and Corpsmen are still in harm's way. 
Please keep them and their loved ones in your daily prayers.  
 
Our meeting takes place this Saturday, June 27th at 1800 for the 
State Convention Banquet. Uniform is Red jackets and black 
trousers. The meal is $35 and will need to be paid in advance. I'll see 
you at the meeting. Please bring new applicants.  
 
Semper Fi,  
Orlando Garza  
Commandant 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mcleague.com/
http://www.texasmcl.org/
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UNIT COMMANDER 
Alberto Salas  

Sgt, USMC 
SAYoungMarines@Gmail.com 

 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

James Flaherty  
MSgt, USMC 

leatherneck75@hotmail.com 
 

PAYMASTER 
Nichole Thomas  

NicholeRaquel@yahoo.com 

 
ADJUTANT 

Angelique Salas  
SAYoungMarines@Gmail.com 

 
ASST ADJUTANT 
Jennifer Colacino  
Jcola1107@gmail.com 

 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 

Laura Adams  
love_cats1286@yahoo.com 

 
TRAINING OFFICER 
Christopher Redman  

Cpl, USMC 
Theredmans777@gmail.com 

 
PARENT SUPPORT 

GROUP COORDINATOR 
Monica Martinez  

Momartinez87@yahoo.com 

 
DDR OFFICER 

Christopher Redman  
Cpl, USMC 

Theredmans777@gmail.com 

 
MEDICAL OFFICER 

Allen Ad ams 
Sgt, US Army 

Love_cats1286@yahoo.com 
 

 

Special Tribute to a fellow Marine 

 

 

 

PFC Leroy Hartford Fikes, was presented with a shadow box 
displaying his awards and uniform from when he enlisted 9 Oct 1944 
at 17 years old. 

Trained at Camp Lejeune, where he was introduced to Gysgt Lou 
Diamond's boot. Deployed aboard a Merchant Marine APA in the 
armada to invade mainland Japan. Once the Japanese surrendered, 
his unit participated in the Honolulu VJ day parade.  Then deployed 
with 5th Marines to Guam for 9 months in wrap up operations. He 
then redeployed to Nationalist China with 1st Marines/ 3rd 
Amphibious Battalion. After Landing at Taku, They moved to Tientsin 
and guarded brides, supply trains and depots.  They increasing fought 
skirmishes with the PLA. Much of his unit was stricken with Japanese 
Encephalitis, including PFC Fikes.  Many died of it. After recovering 
he returned to his unit and soon boarded another Merchant Marine 
APA, which sailed into a typhoon and was carried into the Aleutian 
Islands along with most of the Japanese anti-ship mines. 30 days 
later they arrived on the west coast in California. During their travels 
back and a shortage of food, the ship’s passengers and crew were 
given only half a sandwich per day. 

After a three day ship quarantine, he was processed and discharged 
on 10 October 1946. 

PFC Fikes' Awards are: 
The Asiatic-Pacific Medal 
The World War two victory Medal 
The China Liberation Medal* 

He is married to Betty Fikes he has three sons, Edward, Bruce & 
Randy Fikes 
6 grandchildren & 4 great grandchildren. His Son Bruce and 
Grandson Steven are also Marines.  Bruce is a retired Bexar county 
Sheriff's Deputy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alamo Detachment Member Recognized 
The Texas Department of 
Texas Marine Corps League 
presented the Distinguished 
Citizen Award to Robert Otto. 
In Appreciation and Gratitude 
for outstanding service in the 
Interests of the United States 
Marine Corps and 
Department of Texas Marine 
Corps League though your 
service as Department 
Marines Helping Marines 

Chairperson you have earned the respect and gratitude of your fellow 
Marines. Awarded June 2015 signed Department of Texas 
Commandant, Armando Trevino. 
 

The 2015 Department of Texas Convention 
 

The Department of Texas Marine 

Corps League held its 45th Annual 

Conference in San Antonio, Texas 

on June 25-27, 2015.  A special 

thanks to the Mayor of San Antonio, 

Mayor Ivy Taylor, for issuing a City 

Proclamation and presenting it to 

Alamo Detachment 315.  I and the 

members of the Alamo Detachment 

MCL would like to thank everyone 

who attended and participated during this yearôs conference.  A good time 

was had by all.  I personally want to thank my Convention Chairman Bob 

Otto, Adjutant/Pay Master of Alamo Detachment for his tireless efforts in 

implementing and coordinating the entire agenda during this yearôs 

convention ñA job well done, Bobò. 

 

A special thanks to the San Antonio Young 

Marines for their help with the flag raising 

ceremony held on Saturday morning. Local news 

station KSAT 12 was on hand to cover the 

ceremony comprised of Marineôs and Auxiliary 

members.   

 

For those of you who were unable to attend and 

would like to see pictures from the conference, 

you can do so by visit our website at 

www.alamodetachment315mcl.org.  
 

 

 

http://www.alamodetachment315mcl.org/
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San Antonio Veteran to receive the Lone Star Medal of Valor 
 

One of our own Marine Corps League members and Past Commandant 

of Alamo Detachment 1997-1999 was awarded The Lone Star Medal of 

Valor ; it is one of the highest military decorations that may be awarded 

to a member of the Texas Military Forces.  

 

Werner "Ronnie" W. Reininger, Sgt, USMCR (Ret) was presented the 

Texas Lone Star Medal of Valor by the Governor of the State of Texas, 

Monday, July 6, 2015.  Ronnie receiving the award for his extraordinary 

heroism during the Chosin Reservoir battle in North Korea in 1950 as 

well as his many contributions to the Marine Corps and to Texas Veterans over the past 60-plus years.  Texas 

Governor Greg Abbott presented the award also in attendance was Senator Carlos Uresti a former Marine and 

Guest Speaker at the 2015 Department of Texas MCL Annual Convention.   

 

The award being presented reads as follows; Citation to Accompany the Award of the Lone Star Medal of Valor 

to Sergeant Werner W. Reininger United States Marine Corps (Retired) 

 

For extraordinary heroism while serving as a machine gun section leader, Weapons Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th 

Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division in combat operations against Chinese forces in the Chosin Reservoir, 

North Korea, from 30 November to 8 December 1950. When confronted with overwhelming enemy assault 

forces, Sergeant (then Corporal ) Reininger, though painfully wounded and frostbitten, repeatedly and fearlessly 

repositioned his machine gun section, repulsing the advancing enemy to protect thousands of withdrawing 

Marines. Completely surrounded by enemy forces, Cpl. Reininger boldly turned his machine guns around to 

direct withering fire over the heads of the Marines. His courageous actions drew Chinese mortar fire on his own 

position, inflicting heavy casualties and severely wounding him again, resulting in the loss of one leg and injury 

to the other. 

  

Cpl. Reiningerôs repeated acts of valor at enormous personal risk inspired fellow Marines to perform beyond 

their limits and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the military forces of Texas. 

 

Congratulations Ronnie, thank you for your sacrifice. Semper Fidelis, Commandant Garza. 

 

Purpose of the Marine Corps League  

 
To preserve the traditions, promote the interest, and perpetuate the history of the United States 
Marine Corps and, by fitting acts, to preserve the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular 
interest to Marines. To band those who are serving and those who have been honorably discharged 
from that service together in fellowship, that they may effectively promote the ideals of American 
freedom and democracy. To fit its members for the duties of citizenship and to encourage them to 
serve as citizens as they have served our nation under arms. To hold sacred memory and history of 
men and women who have given their lives for the nation. To foster love for the principles that they 
have supported by blood and valor since the founding of the republic. To maintain true allegiance to 
American institutions. To aid voluntarily and to render assistance to all Marines, uniformed and civilian, 
as well as to their surviving spouses and orphans. 
 

 



 
ALAMO DETACHMENT 315, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE STORE 

 
 
Anyone needing any uniform items the Detachment has in stock, Detachment Shirts with Logo, Sun 
Burst Ornaments, Patches, MCL Covers, Wristbands, Detachment Coins and more. Send email 
request to Felix Conde Jr at fcondejr@aol.com. 
 

Next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 22, 2015, 9:00 AM at the 

Marine Annex, SAMMC . In September, Saturday, September 26, 2015, 9:00 

AM at the Marine Annex, SAMMC. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

August Birthdays 
 

None listed 
If you have a birthday please let us know. 

 

RECRUITING IS IMPORTANT 

 

DON’T FORGET TO INVITE A 
MARINE OR FMF CORPSMAN TO VISIT 

WITH THE DETACHMENT AT NEXT 
MEETING 07/25/15 

 

mailto:fcondejr@aol.com


 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE-DETACHMENT FORMAT 

 

 



 


